History museum to open exhibit featuring maps dating back 250 years 4/9/18, 9:52 AM

Right now

Today's high

Today's low

Full weather report

o [share ]

Twitter

Reddit
Pinterest
0 Comments

Email

Print

Tumblr
LinkedIn
StumbleUpon

O O O O o

Full traffic report

http://www.saratogian.com/article/ST/20150412/NEWS/150419908 Page 1 of 11


http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssJ1CHGZvNckWHiFKdwMsmcGxTFdsidYNqa_Ogee9VC_KzwtlsFeDX6IGStgPZyMOkNIAK-jEha8VMqW8EHyrWnuglqg2hvqKH11COdExT7CJIyaKNiQLM1rF7cNPw-nwBXogU-AzblyMD1jSid__SivHk7LrwSxk27NYiWAHNbCy1b2SXZmuya2__ydB5AMgtTQE0lx6KVOeHrmnLExHdBWUateo-oVoOYqyMELbZ8GOCpr6IwWHBHYrVRJcPI1Q&sig=Cg0ArKJSzF88Mxoj8psl&adurl=http://www.hewitts.com/weekly-specials/%3Futm_source%3Ddfp%26utm_medium%3Dlocal-display%26utm_campaign%3Dlocal_CPM
http://www.saratogian.com/weather
http://www.saratogian.com/weather
http://www.saratogian.com/traffic
javascript:void(open('http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20150412/history-museum-to-open-exhibit-featuring-maps-dating-back-250-years&title='+thisTitle+''));
javascript:javascript:void((function()%7Bvar%20e=document.createElement('script');e.setAttribute('type','text/javascript');e.setAttribute('charset','UTF-8');e.setAttribute('src','http://assets.pinterest.com/js/pinmarklet.js?r='+Math.random()*99999999);document.body.appendChild(e)%7D)());
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20150412/history-museum-to-open-exhibit-featuring-maps-dating-back-250-years&template=printart
javascript:void(open('https://www.tumblr.com/share?s=&v=3&t='+thisTitle+'&u='+thisTumb+''));
javascript:void(open('http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20150412/history-museum-to-open-exhibit-featuring-maps-dating-back-250-years&title='+thisTitle+'&source=http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20150412/history-museum-to-open-exhibit-featuring-maps-dating-back-250-years'));
javascript:void(open('https://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20150412/history-museum-to-open-exhibit-featuring-maps-dating-back-250-years&title='+thisTitle+''));
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saratogian.com%2Fgeneral-news%2F20150412%2Fhistory-museum-to-open-exhibit-featuring-maps-dating-back-250-years&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=like&kid_directed_site=0

History museum to open exhibit featuring maps dating back 250 years

SARATOGIAN

News

e Weather
e Traffic
e Markets

Search Go

e Jobs

Skip to Main Window

e News

o

Crime
Weather
Traffic
Blogs
Video
e Sports
Pink Sheet / Horse racing
HS Football
Blogs
Video

o Podcasts
e Business
e Entertainment

o Blogs

o Video
e Lifestyle

o Blogs

o Calendar

o Centennial

o Video
e (bituaries
e Opinion

o Blogs
e Marketplace

o Jobs
Weekly Ads
Classifieds
Public Notices

O O O O

o

O O O

o

o

(o]
e Tools

o Contact Us

o Advertise With Us

o Submit Announcements

http://www.saratogian.com/article/ST/20150412/NEWS/150419908

4/9/18, 9:52 AM

Page 2 of 11


http://www.saratogian.com/
http://www.saratogian.com/news
http://www.saratogian.com/business
http://www.saratogian.com/jobs
http://www.saratogian.com/article/ST/20150412/NEWS/150419908#main-content
http://www.saratogian.com/news
http://www.saratogian.com/crime
http://www.saratogian.com/weather
http://www.saratogian.com/traffic
http://www.saratogian.com/news-blogs
http://www.saratogian.com/news-video
http://www.saratogian.com/sports
http://www.saratogian.com/pinksheet
http://www.saratogian.com/hs-football
http://www.saratogian.com/sports-blogs
http://www.saratogian.com/sports-video
http://www.saratogian.com/podcasts
http://www.saratogian.com/business
http://www.saratogian.com/entertainment
http://www.saratogian.com/entertainment-blogs
http://www.saratogian.com/entertainment-video
http://www.saratogian.com/lifestyle
http://www.saratogian.com/lifestyle-blogs
http://www.saratogian.com/calendar
http://www.saratogian.com/centennial
http://www.saratogian.com/lifestyle-video
http://www.saratogian.com/obituaries
http://www.saratogian.com/opinion
http://www.saratogian.com/opinion-blogs
http://www.saratogian.com/marketplace
http://www.saratogian.com/jobs
http://www.saratogian.com/weekly-ads
http://www.saratogian.com/classifieds
http://www.saratogian.com/public-notices
http://www.saratogian.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?profile=4001514
http://www.saratogian.com/contact
http://www.saratogian.com/advertise
http://www.saratogian.com/submit

History museum to open exhibit featuring maps dating back 250 years

O O O O OO OO O O O O

Work for Us

Order Photo Reprints
Contests

Comment Policy
Subscribe

Manage Your Subscription
E-Paper

Email Newsletter Sign up
Manage Email Newsletters
RSS

Newspapers in Education
Gasbuddy

e Home af’

e New

S

History museum to open exhibit featuring maps dating back 250 years

FAMAPLIKETHISISTHATNOTHINGISANYWHERE
ONE OF THE CHARMS O

The 3¢
IS NOBODY'S
THERE)
Who Wishes He Had Never Started The Idea
----------- s MRS )ﬂvmno & 4 e [ ‘;
i o WATER
’:f Feee! b mxrn MSGREGOR FORTHE SATURLAY" \tﬂ
WOOD & GOLFCLOB WIGHT SPA. A é
I“M] ; _seh "
- . 2 PARK Qq, o JoRToN 2 ms:mamcs.nn:s =
: / * ;Ru: ‘QQQQQQHWB““ ' Mmscoo: BRADY a0 pRvEs s
R = 8 27 goRN HERE SC”AR"?ROY Gu‘PCocmzAN ﬁﬁ%
o
e lELD GEO, grwmcm U“R\’W:\Tmoay o wmam rvaL -4 GREAT JIELP WITH THIS HAP.
e stape VOSEMIEWIDENER' o B ..  HoRror
o e L s s msule T ouse & TR safcum HIORAE HAVEN “\“G
LE Thume 1o ===t A SUTUST 78 MIS WKVANDIRBILT S°
Er LINE a W BT o ~m':_ﬁ{'\5c o rory BILE: “?5 2

m 2 SPRING BUDnsnl-’RSAM mnm.: ‘”?Aws
6'9‘:55”“" HERE MO fg#c{w > mNOR

MRy | SR s m
mNK
. copion 4> KELLYS SOLLIVAN ‘\“
= Tﬂ‘“p:i:?f : s, HOTEL - PLACE WAS BORN HEAR.
o kT WAG ANV IELDS o | P Se—e u-r(‘mmﬂ:

http://www.saratogian.com/article/ST/20150412/NEWS/150419908

4/9/18, 9:52 AM

Page 3 of 11


http://www.saratogian.com/careers
http://www.saratogian.com/photo-reprints
http://www.saratogian.com/contest
http://www.saratogian.com/commentpolicy
http://www.saratogian.com/subscribe
http://www.saratogian.com/manage-subscription
http://www.saratogian.com/epaper
http://www.saratogian.com/email_signup
http://www.saratogian.com/email_preferences
http://www.saratogian.com/rss
http://www.saratogian.com/nie
http://www.saratogian.com/gasbuddy
http://www.saratogian.com/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);

History museum to open exhibit featuring maps dating back 250 years 4/9/18, 9:52 AM

By Lauren Mineau, Saratogian
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John Held Jr., a well-known Connecticut illustrator drew this mental map of Saratoga Springs in
1926. MIKE McMAHON - MMcMAHON @DIGITALFIRSTMEDIA.COM

SARATOGA SPRINGS >> A few local people decided they wanted to create an inventory of maps of the Spa
City, but over the course of collecting them, an idea was born.

A two-year combination of efforts by the city assessor’s office, the Saratoga Springs Public Library, the city
historian the county historian, the history museum and Skidmore College built the exhibit opening this week at
the Saratoga Springs History Museum.

“Mapping A City” Saratoga Springs as seen through 250 years of maps, open. Tuesday, April 14. The exhibit

will feature a collection of maps that illustrate how the Spa City has grown over the years.

ADVERTISING
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The group started research to create an inventory of historic maps, but as they worked, it was realized that the
maps told a story. Many of the maps are familiar but some in the exhibit have never been showcased, including
a piece from 1772 that shows most of the land now known as Saratoga County.

“When people ask if we had a certain map, or know where one is, now we can say yes,” said Teri Blasko, local
history librarian at the Saratoga Springs Public Library.

The collection is a combination of maps from the city and county historian’s collections, the museum, and some
private collectors loaned pieces.

“Once we started looking, they kept coming out of the woodwork,” said Jordana Dym, a history professor at
Skidmore College.

During the search, maps were found in unconventional places, sometimes wrapped up in an everyday document,
like an advertisement for a property auction.
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Putting together the exhibit also allowed the maps to be framed and protected, many were found tucked away,
folded, or just not preserved properly.

“We started thinking about them as something to preserve,” Dym said.”More than just something to show
getting from point A to point B.”

The maps tell Saratoga’s story through the years, some show people’s ideas for growth and development, a
concept still weighed to this day. One 1894 plan illustrates a concept for a “Greater Saratoga” including plans
for a foot bridge along Broadway and a gondola throughout town, even a public library, which wasn’t built in
the Spa City until the 1950s.

Maps and brochures from the 20th century show plans popping up every few years with whatever fresh idea
someone had at the time.

“They show the way people develop changes over time, the second half of the 20th century it seems Saratoga
kept trying to reinvent itself,” Blasko said. “People kept thinking about what’s next.”

Discoveries were also made about the people who made the maps, personalities came through in the design and
configuration. A map on loan from Yaddo views as a piece of art itself, as well as being informative. It shows
roadways before the Northway was built and the illustrator included an artfully designed compass in the corner
and fancy calligraphy of “Saratoga Springs” at the top.

“There are people’s stories in the maps as well,” Dym said.

The most modern piece is on loan from the public library and it too, tells a story. A jigsaw puzzle, mounted and
framed, dated 1996 normally hangs in the staff room at the public library.

“It was put together over time by the library staff, on coffee breaks, during free moments,” Blasko said.

The exhibit is also the museum’s contribution to the city’s Centennial celebration, though one of the challenges
was finding artifacts from 1915 to highlight.

“We were looking but people didn’t think to draw a new map when the city became official, because nothing
had officially changes,” Dym said. “We were asking questions of people 100 years ago that they didn’t think
of.”

They ended up finding engineering maps folded up from 1915 and a piece from the Lester Brothers, a former
real estate company on Broadway. The century old pieces will be showcased together, as part of the city’s 100th
year celebration.

The exhibit opens Tuesday with an official opening from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. that will be free and open to the
public.

Student in the Skidmore College class, Mapping The Americas will also maintain a website of the maps in their
digital form including historical notes and other information. The digital version can be viewed at
http://ssmp.skidmore.edu/

Subscribe to Home Delivery for only $3.00 per week!
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Lauren Mineau covers local city news, politics and more. Reach the author at Imineau@digitalfirstmedia.com or

follow Lauren on Twitter: @laurenmineau.
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History museum to open exhibit featuring maps dating back 250 years 4/9/18, 9:52 AM

= Power still out from high winds

= Police + Courts: April 5,2018

= Mother of missing Ballston Spa
woman honored

= Robbery at Dollar General in
Schuylerville

= Stefanik parts ways with Trump
on several issues

s Skidmore College receives record
number of applications

= 100 years ago in The Saratogian:
April 6
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